Generalized cognitive function after stroke.
The present investigation was designed to determine the effect of cerebrovascular lesions upon general neuropsychological function. The performances of 60 patients with lateralized or diffuse cerebrovascular lesions were compared to 20 controls on cognitive and intellectual measures. Multivariate analyses indicated markedly poorer performances by the cerebrovascular groups on measures of generalized cerebral function, and no differences on such measures were found between the left- and right-damaged groups. The lateralized CVD groups demonstrated a differential tendency towards lower performances on VIQ for the left group and on PIQ for the right group. The results indicate significant neuropsychological impairment which extends beyond the expected lateralized dysfunctions, or selected deficits, associated with the damaged hemisphere. These findings indicate the importance of evaluating generalized as well as specific cognitive functions in clinical assessment of cerebrovascular lesions.